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THE ART JOURNAL. 



Fostat being thenceforward called Misr-al-'Atikah, or Old Mtsr, 
misnamed by Europeans Old Cairo. 

The Arabs often consider the proper name of the capital of a 
country to be the same as that of the country itself, the specific 
name of the city being held in abeyance, or as a secondary 
name. Thus Damascus, the capital of Sham, or Syria, is gene- 



rally called Sham, and only by emphasis Dimashk-ash-Sham, 
Damascus of Syria ; and the capital of Misr, or Egypt, is in 
like manner generally called Misr. The Arabic historians, 
speaking of the invasion of Egypt, allude to Memphis as Misr, 
as it was the then capital of Central Egypt, and the residence 
of the governor. 




A Sakka, or Water Carrier, with his Kirbeh, or Goat-skin, filled with -water from the Nile. 



The successive capitals of Egypt under the Mohammedans 
are thus shown to have been Fostdl, now called Misr-al-'Atikah ; 
Al-Kali-'ah, destroyed by the Khalif's troops ; snidAl-ICdhlrah, 
called by the Franks Cairo. 

In 1166 Salah-ed-din built the citadel and encircled the whole 
town of Al-Kahirah with a fortified wall, a great part of which 



still exists, though it no longer includes the whole town, the 
increasing requirements of the population, and the greater sense 
of security derived from modern police regulations under a civil- 
ised government, having combined to induce the inhabitants to 
extend their buildings beyond the intramural limits. 

(y't; be contiinied.) 



THE LOUVRE AND ITS ACQUISITIONS. 



NE of the most remarkable Fine Art sales by 
which Paris has been signalised during the pre- 
sent year took place after the death of Monsieur 
Paravey, Councillor of State. This veteran con- 
noisseur had long been distinguished by his fasti- 
dious judgment, his accomplished information, 
and, as might have been expected, for the ex- 
quisite selectness of his collection. He was, in truth, the chef par 
excelleiice of unostentatious amateurs. He held the choicest illus- 
trations of classic antique, of the Middle Ages, and of the Renais- 
sance. In the first named he was singularly rich, in vases of every 
contrasted presentment, in miniatures, sculptures of silver and 




bronze, in cameos and intaglios. Among his terra-cotta speci- 
mens were some of the Tenegra, singularly curious and instructive 
in reference to the domestic manners of the Greeks, and of which 
the discovery has been a pregnant source of disquisition among 
the erudite. The authorities of the Louvre did not allow this 
feast of reason to pass before them "untouched, untasted." They 
appropriated, as the Chroniqite des Arts informs us, seven-and- 
twenty vases, eight of which were cups, and two bronzes, of which 
one was a statuette of Victory, in pure Greek style. One magnificent 
cup bore the names of Doris and Calliades, another that of Theosotos. 
The acquisitions thus made by the Louvre may be said, in a word, 
to be singular in beauty, in speciality of style, and in their rarity. 



